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Personalities and Architectures
Hlstory Architecture III | [V
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The course unit History of Architecture III presents the most decisive
moments, authors and works from the history of architecture, beginning
in the eighteenth century and then focusing on the nineteenth century
and on the manifestations of the modern avant-garde in the early
twentieth century. It is a history perceived from the best examples and
the seminal features of the Western culture. The Enlightenment and
the Industrial Revolution are understood as determining the features of
the historical process, and Europe as the central stage, with occasional
detours to the United States of America. This period is understood as
the search of an adjustment to the forces of modernity that are being
unleashed, only fully achieved with the advent of modern architecture.
This does not detract from the various attempts that occur; it magnifies
them with a beauty of their own.

At the same time, contradictions are evidenced as cultural signifiers:
between the advances of the iron and glass industry and the retreats
of the medieval / pre-Raphaelites, Augustus Pugin and John Ruskin;
in the idealization of the city by the utopian socialists, the reformists,
the culturalists and the progressives; the modernity of the Chicago
School and the reactionary stance of the Columbian Exposition with
the ‘betrayal’ of Daniel Burnham; the encounter and mismatch between
the master Louis Sullivan and the disciple Frank Lloyd Wright in the
conception of an American architecture; the Art Nouveau ornament
and the relentless criticism of Adolf Loos; the avant-garde in its various
manifestations, futurism, expressionism, neoplasticism, constructivism.
It opens the door to the modern movement, with which the course unit
of History of Architecture IV begins.

In the transition from the avant-gardes to the institutionalization of
modern architecture, a cycle is closed and another is opened, synthesized
and projected by the respective ‘masters’, which remains today as a re-
foundation of architecture itself. The several geographies and experiences
of modern architecture are envisaged. It is particularly noted the process
of ‘revision’ that will lead to postmodernism after the Second World War.
Some lines of contemporary architecture are drawn from this process.

Starting with key episodes such as the expressionism of the
Amsterdam School and the functionalism in Rotterdam, the Bauhaus
events and the CIAM meetings, central personalities such as Le
Corbusier, Mies van der Rohe and Alvar Aalto are observed. Features
that reveal the nuances of modern architecture up to Los Angeles
are sought with Rudolf Schindler, Richard Neutra, Charles and Ray
Eames. Modern architecture ‘revisions’ by Louis Kahn, James Stirling,
the Italian experience vs. the English second machine age, and the
Team X led by Alison and Peter Smithson, are pointed out. The mega-
structures, the metabolisms, the Archigram’s ‘architectural telegrams’,
the unlimited manifestoes of Archizoom and the Superstudio are
superimposed. Finally, it returns to architecture through Aldo Rossi and
Robert Venturi, a return that is a synonym of the overcoming of modern
architecture and the consequent placement of postmodernism.
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In both course units, the practical classes allow a deepening of
the topics and a direct dialogue with the students. Among the works
developed, one of the most revealing experiences for students has
been the reading of autobiographies written by architects (Louis
Sullivan, Frank Lloyd Wright, Richard Neutra, Aldo Rossi). Revealing
the protagonists’ life and work, their memoirs allow the deepening
of their subjective paths in face of the objective conformation of the
historiography of architecture.

In the academic year of 2016-2017, a main theme was conceived
for the practical works of both course units: Biographies of Power:
Personalities and Architectures. The work was exhibited in the
Department of Architecture of the University of Coimbra in September
2017.

Students
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In the year of the 150" anniversary of Frank Lloyd Wright's birth, e
presented, are part of an academic process,

the general theme “Biographies of Power” focused on the passage of for non-commercial ends]

testimony between Louis Sullivan and Wright. While they crucially
contributed to the identity of a modern and American architecture,
they carried out a professional and personal relationship that was also
guided by the measurement of forces.

The memoirs of both architects, written by them, were the
instruments of work. Reading groups during the lessons deepened these
memories, chapter by chapter. These are autobiographies that reveal
what lies behind them, talking about the practice of the discipline, often
reliving situations that sustained life and profession.

In addition to a written essay reflecting on the book, students
collected a database of images, many from historical archives,
illustrating some of the most determining passages cited by the authors.
Based on these photographic records, the conceptual strength of the
authors' words has thus been further reinforced by the visuality they
experienced.

In this exhibition, a selection of this archive of images was
presented, focusing on the authors’ references to the architectural
culture and the key moments that stand out from their memories.
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Louis Sullivan, The Autobiography of an Idea, 1924
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Frank Lloyd Wright, An Autobiography, 1943
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[The images collected by students, here
presented, are part of an academic process,
for non-commercial ends]

In recent years, iconographic architecture, faced with the culmination of
the frenzy of its consumption, suffered the consequences of a symbolic
erosion as a result of the crisis of an ideological support that sustained
it, that of capitalism. Most probably, after September 11, the architecture
of the decorated shed, as proposed by Venturi and Scott Brown, has lost
its true meaning.

No longer architecture arose linked to a narrative or an ideology,
without a critical approach to its supports and representatives, which
profoundly transformed the historiographic contours of architecture in
recent years.

Thus, in the general theme ‘Biographies of Power’, the work done
by the students in the second semester resulted from an observation
of a set of buildings that goes beyond their architectural and physical
contours, or which precisely searches for their actual description, in the
light of any ideology that is ultimately represented or even reinforced
by its own architectural condition. Thus, the buildings studied have
in common the fact that they respond to the highest program of
representation of a national identity. These are royal palaces, national
parliaments, presidential residences.

The synthesis posters were presented together with a written work.
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CASA BRANC

Washington, James Hoban, 1800

ANA CAROLINA RAMOS, BRUNAVIENA, FRANCISCO LOPES, MARLA ARNALIT | HISTORLA DA ARQUITETURA IV | DAROFCTUC
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PALACIO DE BUCKINGHAM

Londres, William Chambers and Winde (1703), John Nash (1820), Edward Blore (2840), Aston Webb (1913)
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PALACIO DE BUCKINGHAM

Londres, William Chambers and Winde (1703), John Mash (1820), Edward Blore (1840), Aston Webb (1913)
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PALACIO DOS SOVIETES corcuso

Moscovo, Unido das Républicas Socialistas Soviéticas, 1931/33
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PALACE OF THE SOVIETS

Moscow, Boris Jofan, 1936
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GERMANIA, VOLKSHA

Berlin, Albert Speer, 1926-1943
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CHANDIGARH

Punjab, Le Corbusier, 1g51-1961
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PRACA DOS TRES PODERES

Brasilia, Oscar Miemeyer, 1960
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ASSEMBLEIA NACIONAL DE BANGLADESH

Dhaka, Louis |. Kahn, 1983

A Assemblieia Macional de Bangladesh, projectada por Louis Kahn, surge no
seguimento de um percurso histérico interveniente no desenvolvimento
territorial e cultural, do qual resultam inimeros conflitos de cariz étnico
e religioso, proveniente da colonizacdo do Império Britanico e consequente
queda do Império Mogol.

Em 1958, Muhammad Ayub Khan, assume a presidéncia do Paguistao e
propde, em 1961, a construgdo da Assembleia, tendo em vista a
exaltacio do dominio paquistanés.

A Assembleia Nacional de Bangladesh & proposta com o objectivo de
representar o poder politico e democratico das novas estruturas socials e
assume-se como a obra mais madura do percurse profissional de Louis
Kahn, através da qual expressa as suas crencas e ideais arquitectanicos,
bem como a sua lingual formal e filosafica, podtica e espontanea.

Louis Kahn defendia a compreensao da Assembleia para além das
intencoes do arguitecto. A obra deverd ser compreendida como tendo
como principio base a sociedade que servird, E um exemplo notdrio de
urma obra gue nda reviela impartincia apenas na definicio e exaltacio da
carmeira de um anquitecto, mas sim na afirmacio & emancipacao de uma nacao.
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PALACIO DO PARLAM ENTO

Bucareste, Anca Petrescu, 1984-... regime de Ceausescu
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PALACIO DO PARLAMENTO

Bucareste, Anca Petrescu, 1984-...

Num periado de instabilidade politica ssociado &
Guerra Fria, a Roménia comeca a assumie tragos mais in-
dependenies com a tomada de posse de Nicolae
Ceauseso. Um presidente do partids comunista
romeno, com kdeasls instituidos desde jovem, aproveits o
terramato de 1977 para pdr em pritica o condeito
wrbang do Centro Chvion, comoe manifestagio do seu
pader.

Inspera-se em Cidades com um desenvalvimento a-
quitetdnico i avangado, cidades que conhece durante as
winitas de estado feftas com um propésite politko. Desta
foama, desenvalve o projeto para o Centro Civico, coma
mtengho de rencvar & imagenm da cidade recorrendo &
conatugio de wma grande svenids delimitads com
noves edificios admintstratives que serviam o pantido co
mamntsta. E rematada pelodoom Paldcio do Parkamenta,
unma megaestrulura alualmente conhédda como a Casa
da Povo.

Fol propesto um concurso pablico para a execugdo de
um manumento que albengasse todo o poder politice e
Trafsparecesse o 6fa cofmunisla de Ceaugesou Anca Pe-
o & 3 arquitets vencedora para a concretizagio deste
projete. O Palicio para além da sua iImensa drea era
tamiseém um local de alta sequranca, medida que o dita-
dor implementou temendo um possiel canflite futuro.
Mos dias de hoje, este & wtilizado como musew ¢ sede do
Patamento. Alnda que rdo esteja conclulde, continuaa
SET TN Grane referdncia histdrica o simbdlica de vma
épach de solrimeno do powd romena,
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REICHSTAG o

Berlim, Paul Wallot, 1884-g4, Norman Foster, 1992-99
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REICHSTAG

Berlim, Paul Wallot, 1884-g94, Norman Foster, 1992-99
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PARLAMENTO ESCOCES

Edimburgo, Enric Miralles, 2004

O Parlamento Escocés € um projeto que apesar de todas as controvérsias que levantou nao deixa de ser considerado
um projeto iconico e elucidative daquilo que seriam os objetivos da sua construgao.

Controvérsias estas que se devem essencialmente ao facto do arquiteto vencedor nao ser escocés, algo que parecia
ir contra a nogao de que o novo Parlamento nasceu do patriotismo, provocando assim reagdes indesejadas mesmo
antes do comecgo da construgiao, e também devido ao disparo do orgamento inicial em relagao ao valor atingido no
final da sua construcao.

Outro dos motivos que levou a tal polémica fol a morte do arguiteto 2 anos apos o comego da construgio, o gue
acabou por levar a sua esposa a assumir o controlo do projeto.

Ainda assim o complexo acabou por receber elogios de vérios criticos, apesar de ter sido criticado pela maioria do pu-
blico. Este acabou por ganhar varios prémias, incluide o conhecido Prémio Stirling. No entanto, fol um dos edificios
da Gra-Bretanha gue o publico mais queria ver demolido numa sondagem realizada em 2005,
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PARLAMENTO ESCOCES

Edimburgo, Enric Miralles, 2004
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